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With the announcement of the development of the Meatmaster Sheep, Farmers were excited and had
high expectations for the Breed. It is exciting to see that compared to some Sheep Breeds, which
have been selected over many years; the Meatmaster is standing its ground.

Arguably the best data available anywhere in South Africa for 5 Sheep Breeds run on the same farm
has been intensely studied to determine what factors are important when trying to breed a truly
profitable meat Sheep under extensive conditions. The aim of the article is to make Breeders aware
of ( # ) % ) ( * * + $ $) as
Farmers are generally known to manipulate figures to serve their cause or fool the uninformed. The
article is * ) + # ) oo ) * *  but the principles and guidelines can be

followed by Breeders to more accurately asses Breeds and Sheep for themselves.

It must be stated that the five Sheep Breeds do not all run in the same herd but all run on the same
farm under fairly similar conditions. Breeds A & B are duel purpose Breeds. C is the Meatmaster and
D & E are two other hair Sheep Breeds for meat production. The two duel purpose Breeds have
slightly better camps to graze but like all five the Breeds they receive no licks, no supplementary

feeding and no grazing on lands. Only salt is made available to all the Breeds.

All the Breeds are mated and rear their lambs under these entirely natural conditions. % * (

( (*b# ) = ) ) ) $ ( ) ( ) ) #

( * * . % * * . Breeds A, B, C & D are all mated to
Lamb only once a year either in the months of March/April or Sept/Oct. Breed E is mated to lamb
every 8 months and would lamb Dec/Jan, Apr/May and Aug/Sept. Breeds A & B are mated to lamb
for the first time at 17 - 18 months while Breeds C, D & E are all mated to lamb for the first time at
12 months.
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S 33.7 S 30 S 31.85
121 22 412 30.32
Tw 23.2 Tw 22.9 Tw 23.05
S 30.9 S 27.8 S 29.35
+ 113 18 358 28.54
Tw 22.8 Tw 21.8 Tw 22.3
S 28.1 S 25.8 S 26.95
N 109 14 349 26.61
) #) Tw 23.4 | Tw 22.2 Tw 22.8
S 31.7 S 28.9 S 30.3
115 19 357 29.49
Tw 24.9 Tw 23.2 Tw 24.1
S 23.7 S 20.6 S 22.15
109 15 270 21.75
Tw 17.7 Tw 16.8 Tw 17.25
4 Single Lambs Weight x 100. Lambing percentage above 100 is the
Twin’s amount tlmes their Weight divided by the figure of the Total Lambing Percentage.

The same degree of selection is applied to all Breeds to select for the most profitable Sheep. Looking at
table 1 regarding first lambing age, we see the Meatmaster doing extremely well with one of the other hair
Breeds also doing well while the other two are very much on a par with Breed A being below par. Looking
further at Table 1 at the inter lambing periods we can see that Breed E has the shortest inter lambing
period while Breeds B, C & D all have very much the same inter lambing period and once again Breed A is
short of the target. Also in Table 1 when looking at the weights of both the single and twin lambs of both
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the ewe and ram lambs, we can again see that the Meatmasters are rearing their lambs very well and are

only just slightly lighter than Breeds A, B & D but considerably heavier than breed E.

+
30.32 13.4 26.26 5.6 147.07
+ 28.54 8 26.26 6.63 174.1
Y #) 26.61 2.2 24.41 7.12 173.8
' 29.49 12.4 25.8 6.56 169.25
21.75 6 20.45 8.8 179.96

. 8: 2555 days (7 years ewe given to produce) - days to first Lambing
divided by inter Lambing period + first Lamb produced.

9 Column 4 x Column 5

If we now look at Column 3 of Table 2 we see that the " ) #) ) ( ) )

and Breed E the second lowest death rate from birth till weaning. Concerning the number of lambing
per lifetime in Column 5 we see that Breed E is the best with Meatmasters the second best. That is
the length of time each Breed is given to reproduce before culled out for old age. The number of
lambing per lifetime is calculated by considering the age at first lambing and the inter-lambing

period.

When we look at the last Column for total weight of Lamb produced till weaning for life we again see

Breed E the best with three other Breeds including the Meatmaster all very close with Breed A
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dropping out mainly because of the Breed’s low inter lambing period and high death rates. Breed E’s
Lambs are also considerably lighter than any of the other Breeds, which has a negative effect on

further calculations.

What is very encouraging about the Meatmaster is to see the few deaths and that there is a very
good balance between reproduction and production giving you enough Lambs but also of a good

quality to market.

Looking at the final amount in the last Column encourage us as Meatmaster Breeders to see that the
Breed is capable of producing as much meat if not the most amongst any of the Sheep meat Breeds
under extensive conditions. What is very interesting to note from the above two Tables is the fact

that lambing percentage and weight of Lamb plays the least roll of all when profitability is measured

for total amount of meat produced in the lifetime of a ewe till weaning. + (

y# o ) )7 ) % )# ) * ) «C #) *
) ) $ # ( )* * than any of the other Breeds under these extensive
conditions.

This is significant because when most Sheep Farmers are asked about the profitability of their Sheep

the 1°' two things mentioned are usually the lambing percentage and weight of Lambs.
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+ \
232.8 12-14 months 48 kg 0 232.80kg 33.26kg
+ 256.18 8-10 months 42 kg 13.33% 290.33kg 41.48kg
) #) 264.61 4-6 months 38 kg 26.64% 335.10kg 47.87kg
218.37 4-6 months 38 kg 26.64% 276.54kg 39.51kg
314.34 12-14 months 38 kg 0 314.34kg 44.91kg
" - Fourth Column x amount of Lambing - % Deaths.
. 8 8 months longer 8 x 100 divided by 12 = 66.6% per year - 60% of
that total, as a Lamb is only 40% of a big Sheep.
9 2 Column + 5 Column
7 Column 6 divided by 7.

In the first Column we have the final amount of meat produced per Breed per lifetime till marketing age.

In the next column we see the average age in hormal years when at least 80% of the Lambs of each Breed

will be ready for marketing. / ) ") #) )* o+ ") ) $ #) < * RN
# C =) $=>9 " = %* # ) B ) $# ( *
) )# . Breed A & E 12-14 Months and Breed B 8-10 Months. The average marketing weight for

Breed C, D & E is 38kg, that of Breed A is 48kg and Breed B is 42kg. The next Column gives us the extra
percentage of Ewes that can be run for each Breed because of the longer or shorter time Lambs spend on

the veldt taking the space of Ewes.
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In Column 5 we notice that the " ) #) )* o+ HD B *$ ) # ( ) *

+ because of the fact that their Lambs are marketed so much earlier. In the next Column we
have added the production for the extra amount of Ewes being able to be kept and give the revised
amount of meat production per ewe per lifetime. The last Column gives us the production per year for

revised Ewes. The Meatmasters have again done exceedingly well.

33.26kg 232.82 60 kg 388%
+ 41.48kg 290.36 55kg 527.80%
) #) 47.87kg 335.09 50 kg 670.20%
39.51kg 276.57 50 kg 553.08%
44.91kg 314.37 46 kg 683.35%
8 Column 3 x 100 divided by Column 4.

In the 2™ Column is the average weight of a breeding Ewe for each of the Breeds under extensive
conditions. Lastly is a percentage of the efficiency of production for meat per Ewe for her body

weight for each of the various Breeds over a lifetime of 7 years.

42% 13.97kg R20kg R279.40 3.5kg R30 R105 R384.40
+ 42% 17.42kg R20kg R348.40 3.0kg R35 R105 R453.40
C Y %) 48% 22.98kg R22kg R505.56 R505.56
' 50% 19.76kg R22kg R434.72 R434.72
43% 19.31kg | R20.50kg | R395.86 R395.86
Slaughter % table 5 of 2nd Column table 4.
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The idea of this article is not to make some Breeds look good and others bad, but it is written with
the sole purpose of getting Meatmaster Breeders to realize what the important factors are when
selecting their Sheep for higher profitability. It is also good to note that " ) #) ) *

* # % * , % P # = * * . Most the other
Breeds had years of data to be analyzed while Meatmasters had unfortunately only three years of
data to analyze. It is thus important to note that the Meatmaster data is mostly from young Ewes
and as the Ewes get older the weight of the Lambs at 100 days should improve.

If asked to summarize what the analyzing of close on 30 Years of Sheep Breeding and records has
taught me as to what we must do as a Meatmaster Breed to rise above the rest and stay there, it
would be:

$ #)* > to determine the best meat producers over the entire lifetime of
the Sheep and select for that.
o Make sure the measuring and performance testing of the Sheep, carried out above, is done in

an environment and under management * ook ) * )% ) $
P #* ) )$ ## ) L) #ox x
o To have slaughtered and * ) $ (.) # any Sheep you will not be prepared to
farm with as a commercial Sheep yourself.
o Instead of Shows and judging courses have field days where + ) )
$ #)* * @ D L R S
o Have an )** ) so Breeders can stay abreast of what is happening with the Breed and

learn from fellow Breeders.
° ) < + # ) < ) ) * * * * * ) * * )
$ * ) # ) * *
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When analyzing all the above figures it becomes apparent how vitally important it is to maintain a
good balance between reproduction and production and also the tremendous importance of
) ) ) $) + A *% *# * | Itis enlightening to observe that any Breed too
+ (

« ) @ ) )#E T @ % (*** ) @ &* . %
* * @ ) *) ( % xg ok * $ ) x &

good in a certain aspect pays a high penalty somewhere else.

Thus the trick is to make sure your Breed has a )% ) all over but never being the best or
the worst for any specific production trait. This is the recipe of ensuring that your Breed will be the
best when final incomes are calculated. I have no doubt that we can maintain our excellent first
lambing ages as well as our good inter-lambing period. If this can be achieved we will surge

significantly ahead of the other meat Sheep Breeds.

It is extremely important to note that we must not endeavor to make the Breed any bigger as this

will decrease our efficiency of production and also cause us to loose the ability of marketing the

lambs at such a young age. Furthermore we will have to % ) ) < ) *
) * * * * " ) # ) * * < * ) ( *
)< o) ) # O H #.
Other advantages such as substantially  ( * @ ) ) ) ) )*
< )= ) @also gives Meatmasters the edge over the other Breeds and must be

maintained at all costs.
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Please don't use the figures mentioned to discredit any other Breed, as I am a firm believer that each
Breed has certain advantages when compared under different environmental and feeding conditions.
It is however the aim of the Meatmaster to be the most efficient meat producer under extensive
conditions and the figures are made public only to make Meatmaster Breeders aware of what we
have to select for if we hope to achieve our aims. Meat, wool and skin prices have been given for
interest sake but they vary from year-to-year and even month-to-month thus great care and wisdom

must be applied when studying them.

It has now become absolutely vital for all Meatmaster Stud Breeders to accurately record their Sheep
and do performance testing as this is the only way we will be able to further improve our breed. We
will then have to analyze our figures with great wisdom to prevent us from again just breeding a
bigger but less efficient and profitable Sheep.

I think the figures prove that the Breed has the potential. May our wisdom as Breeders ensure that

the Meatmaster becomes a legacy in the South African Sheep breeding industry.

10 Month old Ewe Lambs at classing. 100% in Lamb to Lamb at 12 Months.
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Excellent growth and grading. Ready to be marketed off their mothers at 4-6 Months.

Resistance to ticks and diseases and the fact that they are excellent mothers

leads to very low Lamb mortality.
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Meatmasters in tough times getting the balance just right between adaptability, reproduction and
production to make them a winning Breed.

Meatmaster Rams of just the right size getting the balance right between adaptability and

production, making them extremely virile, fertile and well muscled.
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