
Course Presentation: 

WHY THE BORAN ς 101 ?  

Presented by:  



Course Content:   

1. Why the Boran? 

 

2. Breeding with Boran 

 

3. Breed standards 

 

4. Performance testing 

 

5. Practical selection of bulls and cows for breeding purposes 



Course Objectives: 

1. To help you breed better Borans in the future. 

 

2. To help you buy the correct Borans if you are planning to start a stud. 

 

3. To help you know what to do regarding performance testing. 

 

4. To make you aware of your responsibilities as a Boran breeder. 

 

 

 

NB: Ask if at any time something is not clear to you!!  



Section 1: 

WHY THE BORAN?  

Presented by:  



Make money and move on or 
leave a heritage to your children and the 

country? 

Motivation: 



1. Humped Zebu Cattle domesticated in the Indus Valley (Pakistan) 6000 years ago 
2. European Bos Taurus domesticated in eastern Europe 8000 years ago 
3. African Bos Taurus domesticated in the eastern Sub-Saharan area 8000 BC 
 

Boran cattle were domesticated in 3 parts of the world: 



ω European Bos Taurus: The first introduction was humpless Taurine Hamitic Longhorns (Bos 
Taurus) that arrived in the Nile Delta around 6000 BC. The second introduction, that of the 
Taurine Shorthorns (B. Taurus) supposedly occurred about 2750-2500 BC. 

ω Bos Indicus: The first introduction of the humped Zebu Bos Indicus cattle was as early as 
2000-1788 BC. The second introduction, associated with the Arab invasion of Africa, 
occurred from about 699 AD. 

ω African Bos Taurus domesticated in Africa. 
 

Cattle were introduced into Africa:  



Genetic make-up of the Boran:  

24% 

64% 

12% 

European Bos Taurus

Bos Indicus

African Bos Taurus

ω Through DNA sampling Hanotte et al have analyzed the genetic make-up of 
the Boran and it consists of the following genetic proportions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boran Origins: 

ω The Boran developed in Eastern Africa. 
 

ω The main Boran hotspot was the Borana plateau in Southern Ethiopia.  
 

ω The Boran developed into the dominant breed of Eastern Africa and 
especially in Kenya, where the Kenyan Boran Cattle Breeders' Society (BCBS) 
have bred the "Improved Boran" since the turn of the century.  

 

"While the Boran breeders have greatly improved the beef conformation of their 
animals, they never lost sight of the important qualities of the indigenous Boran" 
to quote the BCBS.  

 

 



Boran Origins: 

ω As far as can be determined this is the only breed in Africa (and therefore the 
world) to have this specific combination of genes. 

 

ω The Boran is a breed that had it's last infusion of "new" genes in 700 AD it is 
therefore NOT a synthetic or compound breed that have been crossbred in 
the last few decades. It has been bred as a pure breed for 1300 years.  

 

ω The importance of this to the commercial breeder is that the Boran will have 
much stronger hybrid vigor than modern compound breeds 

 



 



History of the Boran in South Africa: 

ω In 1962, a Kenyan farmer, Miles Fletcher who farmed Boran cattle and sheep 
on part of the ranch Sugoroi near Naro Moru, Kenya, decided to immigrate to 
South Africa with the intention of establishing a Boran herd in South Africa.  
 

ω He transported over 100 herd down to Zambia, where he received news from 
the Rhodesian Veterinary Services that he would only be allowed to move the 
progeny of Boran he brought down from Kenya, through Rhodesia to South 
Africa.  
 

ω In 1963 Miles abandoned his attempt and sold his Boran to Agricultural 
Enterprises Ltd, a subsidiary of Zambezi Ranching Corp Ltd., situated in the 
Choma district, Zambia.  
 

ω Their brochure states "Today the Demo Borans are unequalled in Zambia... 
the nucleus of the herd having been purchased from Mr. Miles Fletcher who 
is one of the foremost breeders in Kenya. 

 



History of the Boran in South Africa: 

ω On reading an article on embryo transfers and the revolutionary role it would 
Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǘƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ aƛƭŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
nephew Simon Hodgson, realized that the importation of Boran had now 
become a possibility. In 1991 Simon Hodgson contacted The Kenya Boran 
Cattle Breeders Society (KBCBS) expressing interest in importing Boran into 
South Africa.  
 

ω In December 1991 the president of the BCBS, Giles Prettejohn extended an 
invitation to Simon to find a suitable candidate from South Africa to judge the 
Boran at the 1992 Nairobi Show - the initial step in increasing the awareness 
of Boran in South Africa.  
 

ω Douglas Ralfe accepted the invitation and together with his son, Tim, flew up 
to Kenya and judged the Boran at the Nairobi show. 
 



ω They then spent ten days as guests of the KBCBS visiting the prominent Boran 
ranches in Kenya.  
 

ω Douglas was impressed with the Boran: 
 

"They were of a good type and were very suited to the environment they were 
being farmed in. When we visited the Mutare ranch we saw a herd of about two 

hundred red cows and calves, and approximately 50 meters away the same 
number of white cows and calves. What fascinated us was the great herd instinct 

shown by the cattle as they did not attempt to mingle even though there were 
only two herdsmen. It is without doubt the best sight of cattle I have had the 

privilege to see. Given the other wonderful characteristics that the Boran has, we 
decided then and there to import the Boran ƛƴǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦά 

 
ω In August 1995 Department of Animal Improvement recognized the Boran as 

a breed. On 17 May 2003 the Boran Cattle Breeders Society of SA was 
founded. 

 

History of the Boran in South Africa: 



South African Boran : 

ω  Uniquely evolved in Africa 

 

ω Improved in Kenya, Zambia and elsewhere 

 

ω NOW IN SOUTH-AFRICA 



What have we inherited?  

A)  Have they done a good job of making the Boran a better terminal and   
 maternal breed? 

 

B)  What have they done right and what have they done wrong? 

VLeft them on the veld to survive reproduce and produce 

VImproved conformation and muscling  

They could have improved on their sheaths  

Better legs and hooves could have been selected for 

Could have got rid of those with poor temperament 

Could have had better records for more accurate selection 

 

 



The role of the Boran cow with regards 
to beef production in South Africa: 

ω The commercial beef industry must be the focus point. 
 

ω The Boran being a small to medium framed animal is ideal for extensive beef 
production under natural conditions. 
 

ω The breeds tremendous depth and rumen capacity is unique and allows the 
breed to better utilize natural grass and other vegetation. 
 

ω The tick resistance and low susceptibility to most African cattle diseases 
enables it to be farmed with throughout the country. 
 

ω The breeds excellent temperament  and herd instinct makes it easy to 
manage and handle. 
 

ω A small calf that grows rapidly from birth to wean results in extremely few 
losses and good income regarding weaner sales 

 



ω The excellent efficiency ratio  of calf to cow at weaning  and cow to hectare 
ratio together with the above features ensures that the Boran has 
undoubtedly got what is needed to make it the most economical commercial 
cow for Africa 

 

ω They are tough hardy and resilient: The Boran bull is able to serve under 
almost any conditions Africa will offer. 

 

ω They have high fertility with good libido and serving ability is evident in the 
Boran bull. 

 

ω Adequate growth with good muscling and conformation, leads to good 
abattoir results. 

 

ω Being unrelated to all other South African breeds gives the Boran the edge 
regarding hybrid vigor and growth of calf when used in cross breeding 
programs for commercial beef production. 

The role of the Boran cow with regards 
to beef production in South Africa: 



We must be prepared to stick to the following 
and select for it, or else... Why the Boran? 

Å A unique gene pool for hybrid vigor if used as a terminal sire breed. Average 
size and muscling with good temperament. 

 

 

Å A small to medium framed female. When used as maternal breed, it offers 
breeders: 

 

Å Body size makes it light on veld 

Å High fertility with excellent cow/calf efficiency 

Å Sufficient milk and good mothering ability 

Å A small calf with no calving problems 

Å A very good temperament 

 



  

Å A small to medium framed female. When used as maternal breed, it offers 
breeders: 

 

Å An excellent efficient body structure for breeding, walking and 
reproducing 

Å A conformation with balance between length, depth and width 

Å A superb balance between fat and muscle allowing the breed to 
reproduce and survive at low cost! 

Å A high resistance to ticks and African diseases 
 

 

Å Was developed under natural conditions with an excellent barrel for rumen 
capacity  making it ideal for producing grass fed beef (organic). 

 

We must be prepared to stick to the following 
and select for it, or else... Why the Boran? 



 

Original Boran: 



 

Original Boran: 



Original Boran: 



Original Boran: 



Commercial Boran: 



Commercial Boran: 



Stud Boran 


